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“HARD-EDGED SOCIAL COMMENTARY AT IT’S BEST” Times 
 

Yearning for a career where men want to be you and women want to have sex with you, Australian 

Steve Hughes spent his formative years as a heavy metal drummer.  After ten years of recording and 

touring, Steve gave up his job as a professional drummer and decided to start talking to the audience. 

Heavy rock bands Slaughter Lord, Mortal Sin, Nazxul, and Primordial’s losses are the comedy world’s 

gain. 
 

Established as a world-class comedy performer, Steve has earned a reputation as an erudite, 

philosophical, highly opinionated and original talent – a paradoxical blend of laid-back charm and acute 

caustic anti-establishment humour.  Renowned for his distinctive, thought-provoking, straight-talking 

social commentary, he is truly one of the most sensational and masterful performers to grace the UK 

touring circuit. 
 

Having joined Reginald D Hunter as a special guest on his UK tours in 2010 and 2011, Steve embarked 

upon his eagerly awaited debut solo tour in 2012.  Big Issues was a smash hit success, with extra 

dates added to fulfill overwhelming demand.   Building on his cult following, he returned to the UK in 

2013 and toured again with a brand new show While It’s Still Legal, playing over 50 dates across the 

country, to rave reviews.   
 

Steve now divides his time between his native Australia, and the UK - his spiritual home, and is widely 

regarded one of the most esteemed and original stand-up comedians on the international circuit; 

highly sought after at comedy festivals around the globe.  He has appeared twice at the prestigious 

Just for Laughs festival in Montreal, as well as performing solo shows at the Sydney, Melbourne, 

Brisbane and New Zealand Comedy Festivals to rave reviews and sell-out crowds.   Back in the UK, he 

has taken countless solo shows to the Edinburgh festival, performing for the first time in 2002 and 

then every year from 2004-2007.   
 

On TV he has recently performed stellar sets on Live at the Apollo and Michael McIntyre’s Comedy 

Roadshow (BBC One), Stand Up For The Week (CH4) & One Night Stand (Dave).  He has also 

appeared on two series of Comedy Cuts (ITV), The Live Floor Show (BBC2), as well as The 

Comedy Store, The World Stands Up and two series of Comedy Blue – all for Comedy Central. 
 

“OUTSTANDING.  HUGHES IS GOLD” Metro 
 

“ROCK ’N’ ROLL COMIC…HARD-EDGED, SMART AND VERY FUNNY” Time Out 
 

“EXACTLY WHAT POLITICAL COMEDY SHOULD BE: INTELLIGENT, PROVOCATIVE, 

PROFOUND, AND TOPPED OFF WITH GOOD, SOLID GAGS.  SEE HIM WHILE IT'S 

STILL LEGAL.” Chortle 
 

“MAKES ARMAGEDDON SOUND LIKE A PROPER LAUGH RIOT” Rolling Stone 
 

“ACUTELY OBSERVED AND CUTTING BONE-DEEP, STEVE DELVES INTO GUTSIER 

TERRITORY – RACISM, TERRORISM, HOMOPHOBIA – WITH AN HONESTY AND 

OPENNESS RARELY SEEN AMONG COMICS, HIS INSIGHTS ARE SPOT ON,  

HIS OPINIONS ARE INTELLIGENT AND HIS JOKES ARE TOP CLASS” Guardian 
 

“MARK THOMAS AND ROB NEWMAN HAVE PROVEN HOW EFFECTIVE COMEDY CAN 

BE AS A MOUTHPIECE…HUGHES KNOCKS THEM INTO A COCKED HAT. 

IN SUMMARY: HUGHES IS GOLD” Metro 
 

“IN YOUR FACE, LOUD, ANTI-ESTABLISHMENT AND FULL OF FOUL LANGUAGE… 

THE CAPTIVE AUDIENCE LAPPED UP EVERY IDIOSYNCRASY…BARELY A MOMENT 

 WITHOUT RAUCOUS LAUGHTER FROM THE CROWD” Herald Sun (AUS) 
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